
Grant Application Process 2026

Provide grants for an extended and independent “away from home” experience for youth and 
young adults.  This includes cultural, and educational experiences that enhance skills, 
knowledge and/or personal value to the individual. The ultimate goal is to nurture individuals 
who will make a difference in bettering our world.

One time grant up to $4,000

Youth and young adults ages 13 to 19 years with good academic standing and extreme 
financial need. 

“Extreme financial need” is generally defined as 200% of Federal Poverty Guidelines for families 
of 2; 185% for families of 3-4; 175% for families of 5-7; and 165% for families of 8 or more. 
However, this may vary based on review of the complete application and circumstances of the 
applicant. See Federal Poverty Guidelines.

Most applicants reside in the metropolitan Chicago area, although we generally consider 
applicants who reside in Illinois. Enrichment programs can be located anywhere in the world.

All aspects of the application and supplemental information submitted are considered in the 
decision to approve or not approve a grant application.

The Crystal Fund does not fund the following: school tuition; equipment and supplies; 
spending money; college tours; group trips; applicants traveling with friends, classmates or 
relatives; applicants who have previously lived abroad or experienced an extended away from 
home activity; applicants who have previously received a Crystal award.

The Crystal Fund has a rolling application process. However, applications that arrive within one 
month of the trip departure date will not be considered. Agencies/Sponsors should not apply 
for more than (10) applications per week. Applicants need to allow six weeks turnaround 
for grant decision. Please note that this does NOT include time for payment. 

All applications should be initiated online by a sponsor i.e. teacher, counselor or mentor who 
knows the student well. Students and family may collaborate on their part of the application 
only after the sponsor organization has completed their part. 

Start your application here: Online Grant Application Portal

Please note that we do not make any payments to individuals; all payments are made to 
qualifying nonprofit organizations.
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Contact Grant Services, Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation

grantservices@oprfcf.org   (708) 848-1560
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https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=oprfcf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/topics/poverty-economic-mobility/poverty-guidelines
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Summary for Crystal Fund Grant Application

1 Sponsors: Register or Log in to the online application: Grant Application Portal

2 Sponsors: Complete the Sponsor Organization section of the application

3 Sponsors: Invite the student to collaborate on the application

4 Student/Family: Register an account to access the application

5 Student/Family: Complete the Student/Family section of the application

6 Sponsors: Submit the fully completed application 

Detailed instructions and tutorials for both Sponsor Organizations and Students are 
included at the top of each section box within the online application. If you have any 
questions as you complete the application, please email grantservices@oprfcf.org.

mailto:grantservices@oprfcf.org
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=oprfcf
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The Crystal Grant application has TWO sections of questions:
1. Sponsor Organization Completes
2. Student/Family Completes

All applications must be initiated online by a sponsor (i.e. teacher, counselor, or mentor) who knows the student applicant 
well. Students, parents and other family members do not initiate the Crystal Grant application process.

In 2025, we transitioned to a new online portal for receiving and processing our grant applications. One of the key changes 
is the ability for sponsors to invite students to collaborate on the online application. We hope this step-by-step process 
guide helps sponsors and students better navigate the new system. Please direct any questions to grantservices@oprfcf.org.

STEP 1: SPONSORS

• Log into your account where
you will see the available Crystal
Grant application.

• Click the title in the box to begin
your part of the process.

Click the document icon 
to open the application

Toggle the Sponsor 
accordion menu item 
to begin

Preview the application 
questions here

Step-by-step Guide to the Online Application

mailto:grantservices@oprfcf.org
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STEP 2: SPONSORS

Once you’ve completed your part of the application, allow the student/family to fill out their section by inviting them to 
collaborate. Locate the “Collaborate” button in the upper right corner of the dashboard and fill in the necessary information 
as prompted.

STEP 3: STUDENT/FAMILY

The student will receive an email from the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation inviting them to collaborate on 
the application. They should click the link in the email which will bring them to a page to register as a collaborator on the 
application account. 

STEP 4: SPONSORS

After all fields are completed for both sections, and the proper documents are uploaded by both sponsors and family, the 
sponsor will make a final review of the application and Submit to the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation.

Once registered, the student will have access to the same dashboard view as the sponsor where they will follow the same 
process to access the application, toggling the Student/Family section to begin their part.


