
Eighteen nonprofit organizations serving West Cook County received 
Community Grants totaling $265,000 in 2024-2025.
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OUR VISION:
A racially just society 

in which all members of
 our community thrive 

and prosper. 

OUR MISSION: 
Unite community members and mobilize resources to 

advance a racially just society and equitable 
outcomes for residents of Oak Park, River Forest, and 

surrounding communities.

OUR CORE VALUES: 
Equity

Belonging
Courage

Hope

Donations 
Received:

$4,407,253

Grants
Distributed:

$4,335,727New Funds: 

7

Funds Managed: 

218

We are grateful to our Foundation family of 
donors, nonprofit organizations, and 
community members who work tirelessly to 
better the future of our villages. Thank you.

After listening deeply to residents, nonprofits, and 
community leaders, the Foundation made a clear strategic 
choice: to focus its grantmaking where Safety and 
Belonging intersect with Health, with particular attention to 
behavioral and mental health for young people across 
West Cook.

In 2025, the Foundation invested $265,000 in Community 
Grants to 18 nonprofit partners serving West Cook County. 
More than three-quarters of these organizations are 
expanding access to care and treatment, half are 
strengthening the workforce needed to deliver that care, 
and one-third are addressing the conditions that shape 
safety and belonging in our communities.

Guided by feedback from grantees and community 
practitioners, the Grants and Programs Committee recently 
redesigned its grantmaking approach through a 
trust-based philanthropy framework. This shift prioritizes 
equity, rebalances power, and builds shared accountability 
between the Foundation and its partners. As a result, the 
Community Grants program now emphasizes multi-year, 

unrestricted funding; streamlined applications; 
transparency in decision-making; equity of voice; and 
support that extends “beyond the check.” The Committee 
also updated its internal workflows to be faster, more 
collaborative, and more responsive to community needs.

With this framework in mind, Foundation staff and 
committee members launched the 2025-26 grant cycle 
with three weeks of meetings face-to-face with current 
grantee partners. These conversations focused on what’s 
working, what isn’t, and what organizations need next. The 
approach reduced administrative burden, centered 
nonprofit voices, strengthened relationships, and grounded 
the Foundation’s work in real-world context rather than 
paperwork.

In addition to our focus on mental health for youth and 
young adults, the Foundation continues to support 
environmental sustainability via Our PlanItGreen initiative, 
and community leadership, civic engagement, and general 
nonprofit sector support via professional development 
sessions and peer-learning. 

Grantmaking Through Trust-Based Philanthropy

Funds Managed: 
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Fund Snapshot

Grants Spotlight

Giving Group 
Grants

$173,000
to 25 organizations 

Other Grant 
Programs & Funds

398 grants totaling

$2,705,596

College Scholarship & 
Enrichment Grants

$1,192,131
to 436 students and 

programs 
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The Russell and Josephine Kott 
Memorial Charitable Trust

Assets in Trusteeship: 
$37.9M

Distributions: $1.6M to 
39 organizations

Supporting charitable organizations with
an emphasis on gerontology. 

Assets by type
TYPE QTY    DOLLAR AMT

Field of Interest Funds  17 $ 28,633,358
Designated Funds  40 $ 10,165,654
Donor Advised Funds  43 $ 5,871,415
Operations Endowment Fund 1 $ 4,441,994
Nonprofit Agency Funds   21 $ 2,286,173
Scholarship Funds – OPRFHS 70 $ 4,414,940
Scholarship & Enrichment Funds 20 $ 2,643,108
Foundation Grantmaking Fund 1 $ 1,294,817
Programs & Operations Funds 2 $ ,797,283
Fiscal Sponsorship Funds 3 $  111,991
Total    $ 58,468,043

Giving Locally!
The Illinois Gives Tax Act encourages donors to contribute to endowment 
funds held at accredited community foundations, for the long term 
benefit of residents in Illinois. Donors may receive a 25% tax credit for 
their contributions. Reach out to Brian Biederman, BrianB@oprfcf.org
to learn more.

Community 
Grants

$265,000
to 18 organizations 
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We partner, plan, and 
collaborate to ensure 
local philanthropy has a 
real, lasting impact in 
the west Cook County 
communities of Austin, 
Berwyn, Broadview, 
Cicero, Elmwood Park, 
Forest Park, Galewood, 
Maywood, Melrose Park, 
Oak Park, and River Forest.




