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OPRF Community Foundation Announces 2025-26 Community Grant Cohort
New Multi-Year Funding Strategy Developed Through Trust-Based Philanthropic Process

Oak Park, IL (January 28, 2026) — The Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation
announced today the recipients of its 2025-26 Community Grants, awarding $270,000 to
16 nonprofit organizations serving West Cook County. The grants provide ongoing
support for the Foundation’s strategic priority of mental and behavioral health for youth
and young adults, including increasing the mental health workforce pipeline.

2026 Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation Community Grantees
Thematic Areas of Focus: Mental and Behavioral Health for Youth and Young Adults

e A Greater Good Foundation

e Austin Coming Together

e BUILD

*  Dominican University

e Family Service and Mental Health Center of Cicero
¢ Kinfolk ColLab

*  Maywood Fine Arts Association

e New Moms

*  Race Conscious Dialogues

e 'The Firehouse Dream

e 'The Kehrein Center for the Arts Foundation

*  The Nehemiah Community Project

*  Thrive Counseling Center

¢ Youth Crossroads

*  Youth Educational Mentoring Basketball Association (Y.E.M.B.A.)
¢ Youth Outreach Services

“In the 2024-25 grant cycle, we focused our grantmaking on the intersection of safety and
belonging and health, two of the priorities the community told us were most important in
our Community Voices report,” said Carrie Summy, president and CEO of the
Foundation. “Over the past year we have worked with a wide range of constituents,
including grantee partners and community members, to develop a new approach to our
Community Grants program that supports our nonprofit sector in a way that best suits the
needs of today.”

Based on feedback from grantee recipients and members of the West Cook community,
including mental health practitioners, the Foundation’s Grants and Programs Committee
reviewed and revised grantmaking processes through a framework called “trust-based
philanthropy.” This approach emphasizes advancing equity, shifting the power dynamic
and building mutually accountable relationships. As a result, the Community Grants
program now includes such practices as giving multi-year, unrestricted funding; removing
unnecessary steps in the application process; being transparent, open and honest; ensuring
equity of voice; and offering support beyond the check. The Grants and Programs
Committee also examined its own internal processes and developed new, more expedient
and collaborative workflows.
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The Foundation began its 2025-26 funding cycle visiting the existing cohort of grantees. Through three weeks of
in-person conversations, Foundation staff and committee members checked in with each grantee on what was
working, what wasn’t, and what their goals were for the near future. These more informal meetings significantly
reduced administrative burden for the organizations, centered their voices and stories, positioned the Foundation on a
more equal and compassionate human level, and created transparency in its process and goals. The conversations also
exposed additional challenges that could be addressed through funding and support, such as organizational needs like
board development and strategic planning, that likely would not have been mentioned in a traditional application.

“Some of the feedback we received was that organizations are grateful for funding, but a limitation is that because they
don’t know if they’ll get the grant again next year, grantees were hesitant to commit staff and infrastructure in case the
funding may go away,” said John Borrero, chair of the Grants and Programs Committee.

“We also heard from organizations that have been impacted by the recent militarization of immigration enforcement,”
Borrero noted. “We have organizations that have to make costly adjustments to their buildings because they’ve never
had a situation where they have to buzz people in. And we have organizations that are providing mental and behavioral
services for young people who, all of sudden, are in an environment that’s militarized. We felt it was important,
therefore, to offer some additional support around these issues.”

Additionally, the Foundation will facilitate a “community of practice,” a subset of interested mental health
practitioners within the mental health grantee cohort, to further the goal of a robust workforce and provide peer
learning and leadership opportunities.

Moving forward, the Foundation will continue to engage with the broader community to decide which issue areas and
specific targets to focus on, whether to fill a gap or support an existing endeavor for exponential impact.

“It’s important we continuously reflect the community’s shared goals. The Foundation must actively listen and amplify
the voices of those most vulnerable, and those working hard to make our community a place where everyone can
thrive. This is the only way to ensure our work is truly collaborative, responsive and impactful,” said Summy.

About the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation

Since 1959, the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation has connected area leaders, residents, and nonprofits
to create positive change and lasting impact in Oak Park, River Forest and surrounding neighborhoods in western

Cook County, lllinois.

The Foundation offers leadership and a platform for community partners to collaborate and address overarching issues.
It advises donors on the best way to turn their values into impact, and manages charitable assets on their behalf. It
helps students and others find support to further their education and experiences. And it supports area nonprofit
organizations and programs with grants, training, and vital social assets and connections. Learn more about the
Foundation’s programs and services online at oprfcf.org.
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