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For Immediate Release

Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation President & CEO
Tony Martinez, Jr. Announces Departure

OAK PARK, IL (March 6, 2025) — Today Kelly Turner, chair of the Oak
Park-River Forest Community Foundation board of directors, announced that
Foundation President and CEO Tony Martinez, Jr. is stepping down after a tenure
that is recognized for transforming the Foundation’s role in the community and its
expansion to serve the broader west Cook County region. Martinez, who will
become vice president of university advancement at Dominican University, will
remain in his role through March 31.

“I am incredibly proud of the accomplishments we have achieved over the past six
years, transforming this Foundation into a more secure, grounded organization
focused on being of utmost service to our community,” Martinez said. “While it is
bittersweet to say goodbye, I am excited to continue to be involved in the west
Cook community in my new role at Dominican.”

The Foundation board will launch a search in the coming months to identify a new
leader for the Foundation. Director of External Affairs Carrie Summy will serve as
interim president and CEO. Summy has been with the Foundation since 2016,
serving in many roles, and has worked closely with Martinez and the board on
strategic planning, donor relations and other projects. She lives in River Forest with
her husband and four children, and also serves on the boards of Wonder Works
Children's Museum and the Oak Park-River Forest Chamber of Commerce.

“We are grateful to Tony for his expert leadership and his commitment to the goals
and values of the Foundation, and for leaving us in a position of strength as we
carry on with our mission,” Turner said. “The board looks forward to the continued
growth of the Foundation with Carrie and the team. The work that community
foundations do is critical, now more than ever, and donors, grantees and the
community at large can expect the same level of care and attention as we navigate
this transition.”

Martinez became president and CEO of the Foundation in August 2018. During
his tenure, the Foundation enhanced its mission and vision, expanded its
geographical reach to encompass the greater west Cook County region, and built
financial security by growing the Foundation’s operations reserve. Total assets
managed by the Foundation increased from $37.7 million in 2018 to over $55.4
million today. The Foundation spearheaded the local philanthropic response to the
Covid-19 pandemic, marshaling resources and establishing the Rapid Response &
Recovery Fund to support social impact organizations providing daily, ongoing aid
to the community’s most vulnerable members.
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In 2022, the Foundation published Community Voices, a report sharing the results of its first community needs
assessment for west Cook County in 20 years, which underscored how racial inequality is the root cause of
challenges in the region. Based on the report’s findings and further community input, the Foundation established
a new grant-making strategy focused on mental health, specifically workforce development and access to
treatment. In addition, Bivium Westfuller was hired as OCIO to align the Foundation’s investment resources with
its mission.

“Leading this organization has been an honor of a lifetime,” Martinez said. “Every member of our staff is talented
and passionate about improving the lives of residents of Oak Park, River Forest and the surrounding
communities.”

About the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation

Founded in 1959, The Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation has built lasting, impactful connections
among area residents and locally-based service programs. Today as an integral presence in the community, the
Foundation’s mission is to unite community members and mobilize resources to advance a racially just society
and equitable outcomes for residents of Oak Park, River Forest and surrounding neighborhoods in western Cook
County. Learn more about the Foundation’s programs and services online at oprfcf.org.
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