OAK PARK-RIVER FOREST
Community Foundation

BOARD CHAIR
Kelly Turner

VICE-CHAIR
Douglas R. Dixon

SECRETARY
IV Ashton

TREASURER
Lisa N. Johnson

COUNSEL
Case Hoogendoorn

BOARD

Alejandro Bodipo-Memba
Tiffiny Bolden

John C. Borrero
Ana Garcia-Doyle
Tawfiq Farraj
Jennifer GoodSmith
Jon Hale

Sarah Jolie

Mario Lucero

Tawa Mitchell
William Planek
Kevin Robinson

INTERIM
PRESIDENT & CEO
Carrie Summy

1049 Lake Street, Suite 204
Oak Park, IL 60301
708-848-1560

oprfcf.org

Kott Gerontology Scholars Program Transitions Stewardship to AgeOptions

OAK PARK, Illinois (July 9, 2025) — The Oak Park-River Forest Community
Foundation announced today that the Kott Gerontology Scholars Program (KGSP)
is now under the administration of AgeOptions, an Oak Park-based nonprofit
dedicated to connecting older adults and those who care for them with resources
and service options so they can live their lives to the fullest. KGSD, a program
funded by the Russell and Josephine Kott Charitable Memorial Trust that provides
internship scholarships to promising advanced degree graduate students attending
Chicagoland-area universities who are interested in the aging field, has been
administered by the Community Foundation since its inception in 2004.

“We are proud of the incredible journey KGSP has taken under the stewardship of
the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation,” said Carrie Summy, interim
president and CEO of the Foundation. “As we transition this remarkable program
to its new home, we have full confidence that it will continue to grow and thrive
with support from the premier organization working with older adults in Illinois.”

“We are honored to be the new host partner for the Kott Gerontology Scholars
Program, continuing its strong legacy of preparing the next generation of
professionals in aging services,” said Diane Slezak, president and CEO of
AgeOptions. “We have been active partners in the Kott program since its inception
and believe in its important value to the field of aging. While our oversight is new,
the program’s mission and structure remain the same — and we're proud to carry it
forward without interruption.”

In 2024, the Kott Gerontology Scholars Program celebrated its 20th year of
fostering promising multi-disciplinary cohorts of advanced-degree students
interested in the field of aging. The program’s mission is to cultivate a robust
pipeline of trained and enthused aging professionals to support quality of life and
the increasing longevity and diversity among the growing number of older adults in
our communities. KGSP collaborates with Chicagoland area universities and host
agencies that mentor, often hire, and frequently promote Kott Scholars. At the same
time, it continues to advance innovative program development opportunities to

build strength in the field of aging.

Through its internships, the program champions esteemed professionals who will
continue to work with and on behalf of older adults after graduation and propel the
field of aging forward. KGSP alumni represent an exciting and diverse range of
professions that include social work, psychology/behavioral health, counseling, law,
art therapy and dance movement therapy, among others.
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“This is an especially pivotal phase in the organizational life of the Kott Gerontology Scholars Program as we
transition our program operations from the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation to our long-standing
partner, AgeOptions,” said Lisa Peters-Beumer, executive director of KGSP. “I am very excited for the future of
the program and grateful for the steadfast support of the Community Foundation, the unwavering commitment
of the Kott Memorial Trust and the strategic vision of AgeOptions.”

Advanced students enrolled in graduate university programs in the Chicago area and accredited by the
professional organizations that they represent are invited to apply for internships. Scholars receive a $10,000
scholarship for a complete academic year. Interns are expected to be registered as full-time students during their
internships, and are required to participate in no less than 600 hours of on-site field experience during their
internship, regardless of the field work requirements of their respective academic institutions.

The program partners with host agencies throughout Chicagoland that provide high-quality older adult services
to serve as internship sites for Kott Scholars. Host agencies receive a stipend of $4,500 per scholar to help offset
direct and supervision-related costs.

More information about the Kott Gerontology Scholars Program and information about how to apply may be
found online at kottinstitute.org.

About the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation

Founded in 1959, The Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation has built lasting, impactful connections
among area residents and locally-based service programs. Today as an integral presence in the community, the
Foundation’s mission is to unite community members and mobilize resources to advance a racially just society
and equitable outcomes for residents of Oak Park, River Forest and surrounding neighborhoods in western Cook
County. Learn more about the Foundation’s programs and services online at oprfcf.org.

About AgeOptions

AgeOptions advocates, plans, develops and funds programs and coordinates a network of community-based
senior service agencies to ensure an effective and efficient system of service delivery. Support is provided through
the Older Americans Act, Illinois General Revenue Funds, local funds, and individual contributions. In 2024,
AgeOptions and its partners served nearly 200,000 individuals in 130 communities within 30 townships that
have diverse populations of more than 600,000 older adults. AgeOptions has served older adults of suburban
Cook County and their caregivers as an Area Agency on Aging since 1974. For more information, please visit

ageoptions.org, Facebook, X, Instagram, and YouTube pages.
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