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2024-25 Community Grant Recipients
$265,000 Awarded to Community Organizations Focused on Mental and Behavioral 
Health for Youth and Young Adults

Oak Park, IL (February 10, 2025) — �e Oak Park-River Forest Community 
Foundation announced the recipients of its 2024-25 Community Grants, awarding 
$265,000 to 18 nonpro�t organizations in Oak Park, River Forest and neighboring 
communities. �is year’s grants advance the Foundation’s strategic priority of 
mental and behavioral health for youth and young adults. Grant recipients are listed 
on the reverse side.

“We received an unprecedented amount of 
proposals, demonstrating the signi�cant need 
facing our community partners throughout the 
entire West Cook region, from Elmwood Park to 
Berwyn and from Melrose Park to Austin,” said 
Tony Martinez, Jr., president and CEO of the 
Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation. 
“Our new grantmaking strategy is responsive to 
the community’s expressed needs, determined 
through a process that engenders equity, trust, 
and inclusion. It is very important during these 
stressful times to continue supporting the 
organizations that lift up our community and 
provide resources to so many in need.”

�e Community Grants program is a process through which nonpro�t 
organizations apply for funding to support general operations or speci�c projects. 
In 2023, the Foundation paused the program in order to evaluate and revise its 
grantmaking operations to align with its enhanced mission. After a year-long 
process of fact-�nding, research and interviews, the Foundation announced its 
decision to focus grantmaking on the intersection of two priority areas identi�ed in 
its landmark Community Voices report: Safety and Belonging, and Health. 

As a result, the 2024-25 Community Grants cycle prioritized proposals that focus 
on creating pathways to a robust, representative workforce of mental and behavioral 
health professionals; or facilitate access to and/or provision of services or treatment 
for youth and young adults. More than three quarters of this year’s grantees will 
address the priority goal of access and treatment. Half of the awarded grants 
included a workforce development component, and a third address aspects of safety 
and belonging.
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2025 Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation Community Grantees

�ematic Areas of Focus: Mental and Behavioral Health for Youth and Young Adults

• A Greater Good Foundation
• And Rise Women, Inc. (aka &Rise)
• Austin Coming Together
• BUILD Incorporated
• Dominican University
• Family Service and Mental Health Center of Cicero
• Front Porch Arts Center
• Kinfolk CoLab
• Maywood Fine Arts Association
• New Moms, Inc.
• Race Conscious Dialogues
• �e Firehouse Dream Inc
• �e Kehrein Center for the Arts Foundation
• �e Nehemiah Community Project
• �rive Counseling Center
• Youth Crossroads Inc.
• Youth Educational Mentoring Basketball Association
• Youth Outreach Services

Martinez noted that the 2024-25 grant round is a bridge year for the Community Grants program. After this 
review of the mental behavioral health landscape, the Foundation will now develop a multi-year grants process 
driven by grantees, members of the West Cook community, and a range of other partners, including mental 
health practitioners and policy makers. �e multi-year program will include convenings and shared 
decision-making, and will bolster opportunities for advocacy and other systemic change.

“We are committed to our community’s well-being, and look forward to continuing to build partnerships to solve 
our most complex problems, together. It truly takes all of us,” Martinez said.

About the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation
Founded in 1959, �e Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation has built lasting, impactful connections 
among area residents and locally-based service programs. Today as an integral presence in the community, the 
Foundation focuses on helping its donors identify and achieve their long-term philanthropic goals, and providing 
grants and leadership support to organizations working to e�ect positive change in Oak Park, River Forest and 
surrounding neighborhoods. Learn more about the Foundation’s programs and services online at oprfcf.org.
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