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Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation Announces 

New Community Grants Strategy

New Focus on Behavioral and Mental Health, with Expanded Role for 

Community Input

OAK PARK, Illinois (September 26, 2024) — �e Oak Park-River Forest 

Community Foundation today announced the new direction and focus for its 

Community Grants program. After a year-long process of fact-�nding, research and 

interviews, the Foundation has decided to focus its grantmaking on the intersection 

of two priority areas identi�ed in its landmark Community Voices report: Safety 

and Belonging, and Health — speci�cally, addressing behavioral and mental health 

for young residents in western Cook County.

�e 2024-25 Community Grants cycle will prioritize proposals that focus on 

creating pathways to a robust, representative workforce of mental and behavioral 

health professionals; or facilitate access to and/or provision of services or treatment 

for youth and young adults. �ese priorities will be further re�ned in 2025 by a 

steering committee made up of Foundation board, sta� and members of the West 

Cook community to develop a multi-year grants process. �e multi-year program 

will include convenings and shared decision-making, and will bolster opportunities 

for advocacy and other systemic change.

“Racial equity is both a process and an outcome,” said Tony Martinez, Jr., president 

and CEO of the Foundation. “By focusing on behavioral and mental health, we 

seek to repair some of the damage and division caused by the historic inequities in 

our region and empower the solutions the community has called for.”

�e RFP for the 2024-25 Community Grants cycle may be found online at 

https://www.oprfcf.org/grants-scholarships/grant-opportunities. Organizations 

may apply for grants up to $20,000, which may be used for general operations or a 

speci�c program or project. Grant requests may be awarded with full or partial 

funding, and are awarded for one year. �e deadline to apply is October 11; 

applicants will be noti�ed of decisions no later than January 31, 2025, and funding 

will be disbursed shortly thereafter.

In fall of 2023, the Foundation announced that it was pausing its Community 

Grants for one year in order to evaluate and revise its grantmaking process to align 

with its new mission to advance a more racially just society and more equitable 

outcomes for residents in Oak Park, River Forest and surrounding communities. 

https://oprfcf.org/grants-scholarships/grant-opportunities
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As part of this process, the Foundation expanded its Grants and Program Committee to include community 

members and practitioners who informed the Community Voices work. Bold Ventures, a woman- and 

Black-owned and led consultancy, served as a consultant in exploring and developing the new grantmaking 

strategy.

“We are now putting forth a grantmaking strategy that is responsive to our community’s expressed needs, through 

a process that engenders equity, trust, and inclusion,” Martinez said. “�e Foundation looks forward to receiving 

proposals and learning from the many organizations doing great work in the community, and we encourage 

unique partnerships and collaborations to advance workforce development and to broaden mental health services 

for youth and young adults.”

�e Community Grants program is only a portion of the overall grant portfolio of the Foundation. Donor

advised funds, the Russell & Josephine Kott Charitable Memorial Trust, scholarships, giving groups and other

funding sources managed by the Foundation will continue to support many other areas of interest. More than

$3.3 million is awarded by these funds and groups each year.

About the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation

Founded in 1959, �e Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation has built lasting, impactful connections 

among area residents and locally-based service programs. Today as an integral presence in the community, the 

Foundation’s mission is to unite community members and mobilize resources to advance a racially just society 

and equitable outcomes for residents of Oak Park, River Forest and surrounding neighborhoods in western Cook 

County. Learn more about the Foundation’s programs and services online at oprfcf.org.
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