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Aidan’s Diaper Fund
Aidan was just seven when he learned that diapers were not 

available through the Oak Park-River Forest Food Pantry due to 
limitations on how donations to the Food Pantry could be spent. 
He decided that he would ask his family and friends to help him 
buy diapers to donate so that the Food Pantry could distribute 
them. Now twelve, Aidan has built a bigger diaper drive each year. 
That first year, Aidan took money from his piggy bank to purchase 
diapers and bring them to the Food Pantry. He is always very 
careful about buying diapers in every size so that every child in 
need is provided for ; three years ago, he added adult diapers to 
his purchases. Each year, he has increased his goal. Last year he was 

able to distribute 11,000 diapers to the Food Pantry and to Housing Forward. This year he 
wants to be able to deliver even more diapers and include Parenthesis families in need as well.

Aidan and his mom wanted a better way to accept cash and checks offered to them for the 
purchase of diapers and wanted to provide donors with receipts for their donations for tax 
purposes. They contacted us and have established Aidan’s Diaper Fund with the Foundation. 

Aidan’s Diaper Fund has its first donation – a $500 check from the Pathways to Adventure 
Boy Scout Council. Because of his leadership within The Council and his philanthropy, The 
Council named him Chair Scout as the face of the Council’s operations. He’s pictured here at a 
White Sox game where he had been named by his Council as the scout chosen to throw out 
the first pitch on Boy Scout Day. 

Now is the time of the year the diaper drive is on! Donations of cash or check can be made 
out to Aidan’s Diaper Fund and sent to the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation. 
You can also donate through our website on-line at https://goo.gl/pb16Xt. If you wish to 
donate new diapers of any size, contact Aidan’s mom at: asuggbert@yahoo.com. Aidan will deliver!
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  Linda T. Francis, Success of all Youth Director  Carrie Summy, CLP Coordinator   
  Henry Kranz, Marketing Director  Rhea Yap, Dir. of Fund and Donor Development
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Aidan Bertocchini, Outstanding Young Philanthropist, proud Boy Scout, delivering some of the 11,000 diapers 
he was able to purchase during his diaper drive last year. His goal this year is to provide even more diapers!

Consider a Major Gift with Your IRA 
or Life Insurance 

Oak Park and River 
Forest’s Season of Giving 
runs now through 
Saturday, December 31.

Enhancing Your 
Volunteer Program 
Thursday, November 17 
9:00 -11:30 am

Big Idea Pitch Party 
Wednesday,  
February 22, 2017 
5:30 - 7:30 pm 
at Wire in Berwyn

We are looking to honor people who demonstrate outstanding 
generosity through direct philanthropic support, community service on 
behalf of charitable causes, or other philanthropic initiatives to improve 
the lives of people in the community, and people who encourage 
others to take leadership roles in philanthropy (i.e. challenge gifts, 
matching gifts, volunteering, etc.).

We are currently accepting nominations in three award categories: 
• Individual 
• Business or Organization (includes nonprofits and groups) 
• Youth (Individual or Group)

The deadline for submission of nominations is December 8, 2016. 
More information and forms: www.oprfcf.org/library.

Save the date, and plan on joining us for the 
award presentation to our chosen recipients at the:

Community Foundation Honors
Tuesday, February 7, 2017

5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Carleton Hotel, Grand Ballroom

From a tax planning perspective,  
it is better to make specific bequests to 
charities from IRA and other qualified 

retirement plans while leaving 
non-income-taxable assets to heirs.

IRAs and life insurance policies provide several ways 
you can make major contributions to the charitable 
entities you support.

Individual Retirement Accounts and life insurance policies 
provide several ways you can make major contributions to the 
charitable entities you support.

Former Community Foundation Board Member Roberta 
(Bobbie) Asher and her husband have designated the Oak 
Park-River Forest Community Foundation as a beneficiary of 
one of their IRA accounts. As Bobbie knows, leaving IRA money 
directly to the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation 
by designating us as beneficiary is very tax-efficient. She said it is 
as easy as changing a beneficiary designation to The Oak Park-
River Forest Community Foundation.

An IRA balance left to charity avoids the federal estate 
tax, since it is removed from your estate for federal estate 
tax purposes. Because the Oak Park-River Forest Community 
Foundation is a tax-exempt public charity, there is no federal or 
state income tax due when received. Through one beneficiary 
designation, donors can avoid double or triple taxation.

If you are considering a charitable gift through your estate 
plan, you are usually better served by transferring income-
taxable assets, commonly referred to as income in respect of 
decedent, or “IRD” assets, to charity and non-income-taxable 
assets to heirs. For example, when including the Oak Park- 
River Forest Community Foundation or other charity in an 
estate plan many people give income-tax-free cash, securities, 
or real estate to charities and leave income-taxable income  
as the bulk of their estate that transfers to natural people, 
typically family members. From a tax planning perspective, it 
is better to make specific bequests to charities from IRA and 
other qualified retirement plans while leaving non-income-
taxable assets to heirs.

Tax law now also allows anyone who is required to take a 
minimum distribution from their IRA to donate those dollars 
directly to charity, up to a maximum of $100,000 per year. You 
can use your IRA proceeds for the immediate benefit of the 
Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation. These dollars 
cannot be used to establish a donor advised fund but they can 
go to the Foundation’s Fund for Now to support the ongoing 
activities of the Foundation or to the Fund for Forever enabling 
the Foundation to provide more in grants to local nonprofits in 
perpetuity. 

Another way to provide a substantial donation is through 
a life insurance policy. By naming the Oak park-River Forest 
Community Foundation as owner & beneficiary at the incep-
tion of a life insurance policy, the premiums you pay are fully 
deductible. If you designate an existing policy, the value of the 
policy is a tax-deductible gift. 

The gift from your IRA or life insurance can also fund other 
opportunities. If you are interested, Kristin Carlson Vogen  
(kcvogen@oprfcf.org) or Rhea Yap (ryap@oprfcf.org) 
can help you choose the best way to achieve your charitable 
intent. Either can be reached at 708-848-1560. As always, we 
encourage you to consult your attorney or financial planner to 
determine the best course of action for you.

PLANNING OPPORTUNITY!

Effective April 10, 2017, all retirement plan sponsors must abide by a fiduciary 
standard, defined as putting their client’s best interest before their own profit. 
The US Department of Labor anticipates certain types of providers to be more 
impacted than others. Those significantly impacted will be sending new documents 
to plan holders. This action provides you with an excellent opportunity to discuss 
including the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation as a designated 
beneficiary of your plan. Our tax identification number is 36-4150724. 

Calendar of Events  SAVE THE DATE!

Contact Kristin Carlson 
Vogen at 708-848-1560 
(kcvogen@oprfcf.org) 
with any questions 
about this opportunity.

ExcEllEncE in PhilanthroPy
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purchase of diapers and wanted to provide donors with receipts for their donations for tax 
purposes. They contacted us and have established Aidan’s Diaper Fund with the Foundation. 

Aidan’s Diaper Fund has its first donation – a $500 check from the Pathways to Adventure 
Boy Scout Council. Because of his leadership within The Council and his philanthropy, The 
Council named him Chair Scout as the face of the Council’s operations. He’s pictured here at a 
White Sox game where he had been named by his Council as the scout chosen to throw out 
the first pitch on Boy Scout Day. 
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(Bobbie) Asher and her husband have designated the Oak 
Park-River Forest Community Foundation as a beneficiary of 
one of their IRA accounts. As Bobbie knows, leaving IRA money 
directly to the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation 
by designating us as beneficiary is very tax-efficient. She said it is 
as easy as changing a beneficiary designation to The Oak Park-
River Forest Community Foundation.

An IRA balance left to charity avoids the federal estate 
tax, since it is removed from your estate for federal estate 
tax purposes. Because the Oak Park-River Forest Community 
Foundation is a tax-exempt public charity, there is no federal or 
state income tax due when received. Through one beneficiary 
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taxable assets, commonly referred to as income in respect of 
decedent, or “IRD” assets, to charity and non-income-taxable 
assets to heirs. For example, when including the Oak Park- 
River Forest Community Foundation or other charity in an 
estate plan many people give income-tax-free cash, securities, 
or real estate to charities and leave income-taxable income  
as the bulk of their estate that transfers to natural people, 
typically family members. From a tax planning perspective, it 
is better to make specific bequests to charities from IRA and 
other qualified retirement plans while leaving non-income-
taxable assets to heirs.

Tax law now also allows anyone who is required to take a 
minimum distribution from their IRA to donate those dollars 
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can use your IRA proceeds for the immediate benefit of the 
Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation. These dollars 
cannot be used to establish a donor advised fund but they can 
go to the Foundation’s Fund for Now to support the ongoing 
activities of the Foundation or to the Fund for Forever enabling 
the Foundation to provide more in grants to local nonprofits in 
perpetuity. 

Another way to provide a substantial donation is through 
a life insurance policy. By naming the Oak park-River Forest 
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tion of a life insurance policy, the premiums you pay are fully 
deductible. If you designate an existing policy, the value of the 
policy is a tax-deductible gift. 
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beneficiary of your plan. Our tax identification number is 36-4150724. 

Calendar of Events SAVE THE DATE!

Contact Kristin Carlson 
Vogen at 708-848-1560 
(kcvogen@oprfcf.org) 
with any questions 
about this opportunity.
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Enhancing Nonprofit 
Capacities

Our Fund For Now provides the resources for Impact 
Excellence, a capacity building program of the Foundation. 
This year we have been able to offer eight Impact Excellence 
seminars and workshops attended by 488 participants from 
77 local nonprofits.  The seminars covered a range of top-
ics including, Workplace Cultural Competency - Inclusion, 
Access and Racial Justice; Telling your Story - Measuring and 
Communicating your Impact; Scaling Up Impact; Managing 
your Social Media; Impact Investing - Implications for 
Nonprofits; and a Basic as well as an Advanced Board Boot 
Camp.

As part of Impact Excellence, we partnered with the 
Oak Park Public Library, Ten Thousand Villages, Ernest 
Hemmingway Foundation, the RSVP of West Suburban and 
Southern DuPage Counties and the West Cook YMCA to 
conduct Volunteer Meet and Match on April 13, 2016, at 
the Oak Park Public Library. With financial assistance for this 
event from the West Cook YMCA and a grant from the 
Rotary Club of Oak Park & River Forest, we were able to 
bring together two hundred and seventy potential volunteers 
and forty nonprofits to forge new personal connections with 
the work of our nonprofit sector.

Six local nonprofits also received technical assistance and 
consulting support to address key needs related to mea-
suring the impact of their work.  This technical assistance 
was provided to organizations working in different sectors 
such as early childhood development, food security, housing 
and scholarships; and across varying operational contexts 
including partnerships and mergers.  Results of the technical 
assistance include the development of a clear framework of 
outcomes and indicators for all participating organizations; 
and demonstration of the value and impact of program 
activities informing, in turn, program design, marketing, com-
munications and fundraising efforts.

Donations to the Fund for Now to support Impact 
Excellence can be made by cash or check or on-line at: 
https://goo.gl/cJ0wjq. Contact Kristin Carlson Vogen 
(kcvogen@oprfcf.org) or Rhea Yap (ryap@oprfcf.org)  
708-848-1560 for more information on how the Fund  
for Now enhances all we do.

Gifts to us can be by check or credit 
card. You can also give on-line at:  
https://goo.gl/cJ0wjq

 
Kiwanis Club Fund

 
This year, the Kiwanis Club of River Forest/Oak Park established a fund with us for 
their charitable activities including scholarships to assist high school seniors who 
have demonstrated exemplary efforts in community service to others, achieve-
ments in scholastics, and extra-curricular activities to attend the college of their 
choice. The first scholarships from this fund went to Oak Park & River Forest High 
School senior Valerie Lundeen, and to three seniors from Fenwick: Caitlin Josephs, 
Brianna McCormick, and Danielle McKenzie Porter.

The Club was formed about three years ago, thanks to community members 
who had recognized the value of and had participated as members in other 
Kiwanis clubs. As a service club, they volunteer through projects and financial 
support targeted to promoting service, achievement and leadership skills in all 
children and youth. They also support services to people with special needs and to 
seniors and other adults who need community support.  

River Forest/Oak Park Kiwanis fundraises in a variety of ways. Perhaps the most 
widely recognized is their Peanut Day sales. Their fundraising supports Camps, 
Library Summer Reading, Science Fairs, youth sports, Best Buddies and Kiwanis 
service leadership programs like Key Clubs. They provide project support for 
Opportunity Knocks, Holiday Gift Baskets, Oak/Leyden Family Services, Feed 
My Starving Children and others. Statewide they support their Spastic Paralysis 
Research Foundation.

In July, the Kiwanis Club of River Forest/Oak Park, in partnership with the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (RIC) and Shriners Hospital for Children 
– Chicago, hosted a GoBabyGo workshop benefiting the Illinois Spina Bifida 
Association and 12 young children with the condition. Kiwanis members joined 
teams of engineers retrofitting twelve battery cars so they can enjoy the physical 
and social benefits of mobility, empowering them to be part of the action at home 
and on the playground. 

The River Forest/Oak Park Kiwanis Club is a member of Kiwanis International. 
Kiwanis serves the Children of the World, One Community and One Child at a 
time. For more about the Club see: https://www.facebook.com/RFOPKiwanis. New 
members are also welcome.

Gifts to the Kiwanis Club Fund can be made by check to us or by donating 
on-line at our website: https://goo.gl/nomDt3 

A Gift to the Fund for Now
When you choose to make a gift to the Fund for Now, you 

are providing the resources we need to support our vibrant 
and sustainable communities.

The Fund for Now increases our ability to: 

•  Develop, nurture and house resident-inspired philanthropic 
funds and programs;

•  Strengthen our area nonprofit organizations through 
programs facilitated by expert consultants, targeting a  
variety of roles;

•  Facilitate our three Giving Groups, Entrepreneur Leaders in 
Philanthropy, NextGen Leaders in Philanthropy and Women 
Leaders in Philanthropy;

•  Serve as a connection point for ideas, collaboration and 
inspiration within our community;

Would you rather receive our  
Community Connections newsletter 

electronically? 

If you would, please send an e-mail to: 
hjkranz@oprfcf.org  

We will stop sending you printed versions 
in the future and send one to the e-mail 

address you have provided.

James A. Gates Oak Park District 97 Teacher 
Scholarship

Chamber of Commerce  
Spotlight Award

This year, the Oak Park-River Forest Chamber of Commerce sought nominations in six 
categories to be considered for their first ever Spotlight Awards. 

The Foundation learned that we had been nominated in the Investment / 
Development Category defined as a company that has taken an existing concept – 
whether an idea, building, parcel of land, or mission – and infused it with new ideas to 
better serve our community.

…And we won! 
Thanks to our Entrepreneur Leaders in Philanthropy (ELP) a newly formed giving group 

of 40 local entrepreneurs who have created a $50,000 annual grant for a transformational 
idea that will improve the quality of life in our community. ELP created something that has 
never existed in our community before – a collective impact network of local entrepreneurs 
to initiate community change...harnessing the entrepreneurial spirit for local philanthropy! This past 
year our BIG IDEA contest resulted in 39 applications with great ideas. The Surplus Project took home the 
$50,000 award to seed its program to get food that would otherwise go to waste to those who are “food insecure.”.

The next Big Idea grant will be given at our Big Idea Pitch Party at Wire in Berwyn on February 22. $50,000 for another transforma-
tional Big Idea will be awarded! More at: www.oprfcf.org/entrepreneur-leaders

Chris Pros has been named as the recipient of the 2016 James 
A. Gates Oak Park District 97 Teacher Scholarship. Chris teaches 
Design Technology at both Julian and Brooks Middle Schools. He 
will receive a $1,200 award to offset an educational student loan.

After graduating college, Chris taught in Bogota, Colombia 
for two years. He then moved to South Central Los Angeles 
and worked to partner students with various social service 
organizations. Following that experience, he came back home to 
Chicago to take a position in a gang intervention program, before 
moving on to teach in Berwyn and now Oak Park. “I am incred-
ibly blessed and proud to be this year’s recipient of the James 
A. Gates teacher scholarship,” said Pros. “I was very humbled 
when I received the call, and want to send my heartfelt thanks to 
everyone involved. To be recognized for my contributions to the 
district, especially so early in my teaching career, is a true honor. I 
am looking forward to the upcoming school year, and hope that 
my passion for education and strong commitment to the success 
of my students will serve as a testament to Mr. Gates and his 
legacy of excellence both in and out of the classroom.”

From 1973-2006 James A. Gates was an employee of District 
97. During his term of service, he was a language arts and social 

studies teacher as well as department chair, student council spon-
sor, boys’ basketball coach, academic team leader, and served the 
Oak Park Teachers’ Association in a number of roles including 
multiple terms as President. He retired in June of 2006 and estab-
lished this scholarship in February of 2007 at the Oak Park-River 
Forest Community Foundation. The James A. Gates Oak Park 
District 97 Teacher Scholarship will be available again during the 
2016-2017 school year. 

For more information about this or other scholarship 
opportunities, call Rhea Yap at 708-848-1560 or email her: 
ryap@oprfcf.org. The www.oprfcf.org website also has 
a section For Students that describes many of the scholarship 
and enrichment opportunities that are offered through the 
Foundation.

Members of the River Forest and Oak Park Kiwanis Club in partnership with the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago (RIC) and Shriners Hospital for Children with one of the toy cars they modified 
for children with physical limitations.

Do you have an idea to positively change your 
community in Oak Park and/or River Forest?

Have you ever said to a friend, neighbor,  co-worker or 
classmate, “What this community really needs is…”?

Are you looking for seed funding to launch your idea for 
community change?

I hope that my passion for education 
and strong commitment to the success 

of my students will serve as a testament 
to Mr. Gates and his legacy of excellence 

both in and out of the classroom.

Recurring Contributions 
Now Available!

If you wish to make a regular  
recurring gift to any of our funds or 

giving groups, please go to our website, 
select the fund via the “Donate Now” 
button and set the frequency of your 

contributions. Thank you!

The Oak Park-River Forest Community 
Foundation online:

Our Website: www.oprfcf.org

Our Twitter feed:  
community@oprfcf

On Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/OPRFCF

www.facebook.com/FPProgram



Enhancing Nonprofit 
Capacities

Our Fund For Now provides the resources for Impact 
Excellence, a capacity building program of the Foundation. 
This year we have been able to offer eight Impact Excellence 
seminars and workshops attended by 488 participants from 
77 local nonprofits.  The seminars covered a range of top-
ics including, Workplace Cultural Competency - Inclusion, 
Access and Racial Justice; Telling your Story - Measuring and 
Communicating your Impact; Scaling Up Impact; Managing 
your Social Media; Impact Investing - Implications for 
Nonprofits; and a Basic as well as an Advanced Board Boot 
Camp.

As part of Impact Excellence, we partnered with the 
Oak Park Public Library, Ten Thousand Villages, Ernest 
Hemmingway Foundation, the RSVP of West Suburban and 
Southern DuPage Counties and the West Cook YMCA to 
conduct Volunteer Meet and Match on April 13, 2016, at 
the Oak Park Public Library. With financial assistance for this 
event from the West Cook YMCA and a grant from the 
Rotary Club of Oak Park & River Forest, we were able to 
bring together two hundred and seventy potential volunteers 
and forty nonprofits to forge new personal connections with 
the work of our nonprofit sector.

Six local nonprofits also received technical assistance and 
consulting support to address key needs related to mea-
suring the impact of their work.  This technical assistance 
was provided to organizations working in different sectors 
such as early childhood development, food security, housing 
and scholarships; and across varying operational contexts 
including partnerships and mergers.  Results of the technical 
assistance include the development of a clear framework of 
outcomes and indicators for all participating organizations; 
and demonstration of the value and impact of program 
activities informing, in turn, program design, marketing, com-
munications and fundraising efforts.

Donations to the Fund for Now to support Impact 
Excellence can be made by cash or check or on-line at: 
https://goo.gl/cJ0wjq. Contact Kristin Carlson Vogen 
(kcvogen@oprfcf.org) or Rhea Yap (ryap@oprfcf.org)  
708-848-1560 for more information on how the Fund  
for Now enhances all we do.

Gifts to us can be by check or credit 
card. You can also give on-line at:  
https://goo.gl/cJ0wjq

 
Kiwanis Club Fund

 
This year, the Kiwanis Club of River Forest/Oak Park established a fund with us for 
their charitable activities including scholarships to assist high school seniors who 
have demonstrated exemplary efforts in community service to others, achieve-
ments in scholastics, and extra-curricular activities to attend the college of their 
choice. The first scholarships from this fund went to Oak Park & River Forest High 
School senior Valerie Lundeen, and to three seniors from Fenwick: Caitlin Josephs, 
Brianna McCormick, and Danielle McKenzie Porter.

The Club was formed about three years ago, thanks to community members 
who had recognized the value of and had participated as members in other 
Kiwanis clubs. As a service club, they volunteer through projects and financial 
support targeted to promoting service, achievement and leadership skills in all 
children and youth. They also support services to people with special needs and to 
seniors and other adults who need community support.  

River Forest/Oak Park Kiwanis fundraises in a variety of ways. Perhaps the most 
widely recognized is their Peanut Day sales. Their fundraising supports Camps, 
Library Summer Reading, Science Fairs, youth sports, Best Buddies and Kiwanis 
service leadership programs like Key Clubs. They provide project support for 
Opportunity Knocks, Holiday Gift Baskets, Oak/Leyden Family Services, Feed 
My Starving Children and others. Statewide they support their Spastic Paralysis 
Research Foundation.

In July, the Kiwanis Club of River Forest/Oak Park, in partnership with the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (RIC) and Shriners Hospital for Children 
– Chicago, hosted a GoBabyGo workshop benefiting the Illinois Spina Bifida 
Association and 12 young children with the condition. Kiwanis members joined 
teams of engineers retrofitting twelve battery cars so they can enjoy the physical 
and social benefits of mobility, empowering them to be part of the action at home 
and on the playground. 

The River Forest/Oak Park Kiwanis Club is a member of Kiwanis International. 
Kiwanis serves the Children of the World, One Community and One Child at a 
time. For more about the Club see: https://www.facebook.com/RFOPKiwanis. New 
members are also welcome.

Gifts to the Kiwanis Club Fund can be made by check to us or by donating 
on-line at our website: https://goo.gl/nomDt3 

A Gift to the Fund for Now
When you choose to make a gift to the Fund for Now, you 

are providing the resources we need to support our vibrant 
and sustainable communities.

The Fund for Now increases our ability to: 

•  Develop, nurture and house resident-inspired philanthropic 
funds and programs;

•  Strengthen our area nonprofit organizations through 
programs facilitated by expert consultants, targeting a  
variety of roles;

•  Facilitate our three Giving Groups, Entrepreneur Leaders in 
Philanthropy, NextGen Leaders in Philanthropy and Women 
Leaders in Philanthropy;

•  Serve as a connection point for ideas, collaboration and 
inspiration within our community;

Would you rather receive our  
Community Connections newsletter 

electronically? 

If you would, please send an e-mail to: 
hjkranz@oprfcf.org  

We will stop sending you printed versions 
in the future and send one to the e-mail 

address you have provided.

James A. Gates Oak Park District 97 Teacher 
Scholarship

Chamber of Commerce  
Spotlight Award

This year, the Oak Park-River Forest Chamber of Commerce sought nominations in six 
categories to be considered for their first ever Spotlight Awards. 

The Foundation learned that we had been nominated in the Investment / 
Development Category defined as a company that has taken an existing concept – 
whether an idea, building, parcel of land, or mission – and infused it with new ideas to 
better serve our community.

…And we won! 
Thanks to our Entrepreneur Leaders in Philanthropy (ELP) a newly formed giving group 

of 40 local entrepreneurs who have created a $50,000 annual grant for a transformational 
idea that will improve the quality of life in our community. ELP created something that has 
never existed in our community before – a collective impact network of local entrepreneurs 
to initiate community change...harnessing the entrepreneurial spirit for local philanthropy! This past 
year our BIG IDEA contest resulted in 39 applications with great ideas. The Surplus Project took home the 
$50,000 award to seed its program to get food that would otherwise go to waste to those who are “food insecure.”.

The next Big Idea grant will be given at our Big Idea Pitch Party at Wire in Berwyn on February 22. $50,000 for another transforma-
tional Big Idea will be awarded! More at: www.oprfcf.org/entrepreneur-leaders

Chris Pros has been named as the recipient of the 2016 James 
A. Gates Oak Park District 97 Teacher Scholarship. Chris teaches 
Design Technology at both Julian and Brooks Middle Schools. He 
will receive a $1,200 award to offset an educational student loan.

After graduating college, Chris taught in Bogota, Colombia 
for two years. He then moved to South Central Los Angeles 
and worked to partner students with various social service 
organizations. Following that experience, he came back home to 
Chicago to take a position in a gang intervention program, before 
moving on to teach in Berwyn and now Oak Park. “I am incred-
ibly blessed and proud to be this year’s recipient of the James 
A. Gates teacher scholarship,” said Pros. “I was very humbled 
when I received the call, and want to send my heartfelt thanks to 
everyone involved. To be recognized for my contributions to the 
district, especially so early in my teaching career, is a true honor. I 
am looking forward to the upcoming school year, and hope that 
my passion for education and strong commitment to the success 
of my students will serve as a testament to Mr. Gates and his 
legacy of excellence both in and out of the classroom.”

From 1973-2006 James A. Gates was an employee of District 
97. During his term of service, he was a language arts and social 

studies teacher as well as department chair, student council spon-
sor, boys’ basketball coach, academic team leader, and served the 
Oak Park Teachers’ Association in a number of roles including 
multiple terms as President. He retired in June of 2006 and estab-
lished this scholarship in February of 2007 at the Oak Park-River 
Forest Community Foundation. The James A. Gates Oak Park 
District 97 Teacher Scholarship will be available again during the 
2016-2017 school year. 

For more information about this or other scholarship 
opportunities, call Rhea Yap at 708-848-1560 or email her: 
ryap@oprfcf.org. The www.oprfcf.org website also has 
a section For Students that describes many of the scholarship 
and enrichment opportunities that are offered through the 
Foundation.

Members of the River Forest and Oak Park Kiwanis Club in partnership with the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago (RIC) and Shriners Hospital for Children with one of the toy cars they modified 
for children with physical limitations.

Do you have an idea to positively change your 
community in Oak Park and/or River Forest?

Have you ever said to a friend, neighbor,  co-worker or 
classmate, “What this community really needs is…”?

Are you looking for seed funding to launch your idea for 
community change?

I hope that my passion for education 
and strong commitment to the success 

of my students will serve as a testament 
to Mr. Gates and his legacy of excellence 

both in and out of the classroom.

Recurring Contributions 
Now Available!

If you wish to make a regular  
recurring gift to any of our funds or 

giving groups, please go to our website, 
select the fund via the “Donate Now” 
button and set the frequency of your 

contributions. Thank you!

The Oak Park-River Forest Community 
Foundation online:

Our Website: www.oprfcf.org

Our Twitter feed:  
community@oprfcf

On Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/OPRFCF

www.facebook.com/FPProgram



Enhancing Nonprofit 
Capacities

Our Fund For Now provides the resources for Impact 
Excellence, a capacity building program of the Foundation. 
This year we have been able to offer eight Impact Excellence 
seminars and workshops attended by 488 participants from 
77 local nonprofits.  The seminars covered a range of top-
ics including, Workplace Cultural Competency - Inclusion, 
Access and Racial Justice; Telling your Story - Measuring and 
Communicating your Impact; Scaling Up Impact; Managing 
your Social Media; Impact Investing - Implications for 
Nonprofits; and a Basic as well as an Advanced Board Boot 
Camp.

As part of Impact Excellence, we partnered with the 
Oak Park Public Library, Ten Thousand Villages, Ernest 
Hemmingway Foundation, the RSVP of West Suburban and 
Southern DuPage Counties and the West Cook YMCA to 
conduct Volunteer Meet and Match on April 13, 2016, at 
the Oak Park Public Library. With financial assistance for this 
event from the West Cook YMCA and a grant from the 
Rotary Club of Oak Park & River Forest, we were able to 
bring together two hundred and seventy potential volunteers 
and forty nonprofits to forge new personal connections with 
the work of our nonprofit sector.

Six local nonprofits also received technical assistance and 
consulting support to address key needs related to mea-
suring the impact of their work.  This technical assistance 
was provided to organizations working in different sectors 
such as early childhood development, food security, housing 
and scholarships; and across varying operational contexts 
including partnerships and mergers.  Results of the technical 
assistance include the development of a clear framework of 
outcomes and indicators for all participating organizations; 
and demonstration of the value and impact of program 
activities informing, in turn, program design, marketing, com-
munications and fundraising efforts.

Donations to the Fund for Now to support Impact 
Excellence can be made by cash or check or on-line at: 
https://goo.gl/cJ0wjq. Contact Kristin Carlson Vogen 
(kcvogen@oprfcf.org) or Rhea Yap (ryap@oprfcf.org)  
708-848-1560 for more information on how the Fund  
for Now enhances all we do.

Gifts to us can be by check or credit 
card. You can also give on-line at:  
https://goo.gl/cJ0wjq

 
Kiwanis Club Fund

 
This year, the Kiwanis Club of River Forest/Oak Park established a fund with us for 
their charitable activities including scholarships to assist high school seniors who 
have demonstrated exemplary efforts in community service to others, achieve-
ments in scholastics, and extra-curricular activities to attend the college of their 
choice. The first scholarships from this fund went to Oak Park & River Forest High 
School senior Valerie Lundeen, and to three seniors from Fenwick: Caitlin Josephs, 
Brianna McCormick, and Danielle McKenzie Porter.

The Club was formed about three years ago, thanks to community members 
who had recognized the value of and had participated as members in other 
Kiwanis clubs. As a service club, they volunteer through projects and financial 
support targeted to promoting service, achievement and leadership skills in all 
children and youth. They also support services to people with special needs and to 
seniors and other adults who need community support.  

River Forest/Oak Park Kiwanis fundraises in a variety of ways. Perhaps the most 
widely recognized is their Peanut Day sales. Their fundraising supports Camps, 
Library Summer Reading, Science Fairs, youth sports, Best Buddies and Kiwanis 
service leadership programs like Key Clubs. They provide project support for 
Opportunity Knocks, Holiday Gift Baskets, Oak/Leyden Family Services, Feed 
My Starving Children and others. Statewide they support their Spastic Paralysis 
Research Foundation.

In July, the Kiwanis Club of River Forest/Oak Park, in partnership with the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (RIC) and Shriners Hospital for Children 
– Chicago, hosted a GoBabyGo workshop benefiting the Illinois Spina Bifida 
Association and 12 young children with the condition. Kiwanis members joined 
teams of engineers retrofitting twelve battery cars so they can enjoy the physical 
and social benefits of mobility, empowering them to be part of the action at home 
and on the playground. 

The River Forest/Oak Park Kiwanis Club is a member of Kiwanis International. 
Kiwanis serves the Children of the World, One Community and One Child at a 
time. For more about the Club see: https://www.facebook.com/RFOPKiwanis. New 
members are also welcome.

Gifts to the Kiwanis Club Fund can be made by check to us or by donating 
on-line at our website: https://goo.gl/nomDt3 
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and sustainable communities.
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This year, the Oak Park-River Forest Chamber of Commerce sought nominations in six 
categories to be considered for their first ever Spotlight Awards. 

The Foundation learned that we had been nominated in the Investment / 
Development Category defined as a company that has taken an existing concept – 
whether an idea, building, parcel of land, or mission – and infused it with new ideas to 
better serve our community.

…And we won! 
Thanks to our Entrepreneur Leaders in Philanthropy (ELP) a newly formed giving group 

of 40 local entrepreneurs who have created a $50,000 annual grant for a transformational 
idea that will improve the quality of life in our community. ELP created something that has 
never existed in our community before – a collective impact network of local entrepreneurs 
to initiate community change...harnessing the entrepreneurial spirit for local philanthropy! This past 
year our BIG IDEA contest resulted in 39 applications with great ideas. The Surplus Project took home the 
$50,000 award to seed its program to get food that would otherwise go to waste to those who are “food insecure.”.

The next Big Idea grant will be given at our Big Idea Pitch Party at Wire in Berwyn on February 22. $50,000 for another transforma-
tional Big Idea will be awarded! More at: www.oprfcf.org/entrepreneur-leaders

Chris Pros has been named as the recipient of the 2016 James 
A. Gates Oak Park District 97 Teacher Scholarship. Chris teaches 
Design Technology at both Julian and Brooks Middle Schools. He 
will receive a $1,200 award to offset an educational student loan.

After graduating college, Chris taught in Bogota, Colombia 
for two years. He then moved to South Central Los Angeles 
and worked to partner students with various social service 
organizations. Following that experience, he came back home to 
Chicago to take a position in a gang intervention program, before 
moving on to teach in Berwyn and now Oak Park. “I am incred-
ibly blessed and proud to be this year’s recipient of the James 
A. Gates teacher scholarship,” said Pros. “I was very humbled 
when I received the call, and want to send my heartfelt thanks to 
everyone involved. To be recognized for my contributions to the 
district, especially so early in my teaching career, is a true honor. I 
am looking forward to the upcoming school year, and hope that 
my passion for education and strong commitment to the success 
of my students will serve as a testament to Mr. Gates and his 
legacy of excellence both in and out of the classroom.”

From 1973-2006 James A. Gates was an employee of District 
97. During his term of service, he was a language arts and social 

studies teacher as well as department chair, student council spon-
sor, boys’ basketball coach, academic team leader, and served the 
Oak Park Teachers’ Association in a number of roles including 
multiple terms as President. He retired in June of 2006 and estab-
lished this scholarship in February of 2007 at the Oak Park-River 
Forest Community Foundation. The James A. Gates Oak Park 
District 97 Teacher Scholarship will be available again during the 
2016-2017 school year. 

For more information about this or other scholarship 
opportunities, call Rhea Yap at 708-848-1560 or email her: 
ryap@oprfcf.org. The www.oprfcf.org website also has 
a section For Students that describes many of the scholarship 
and enrichment opportunities that are offered through the 
Foundation.
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Aidan’s Diaper Fund
Aidan was just seven when he learned that diapers were not 

available through the Oak Park-River Forest Food Pantry due to 
limitations on how donations to the Food Pantry could be spent. 
He decided that he would ask his family and friends to help him 
buy diapers to donate so that the Food Pantry could distribute 
them. Now twelve, Aidan has built a bigger diaper drive each year. 
That first year, Aidan took money from his piggy bank to purchase 
diapers and bring them to the Food Pantry. He is always very 
careful about buying diapers in every size so that every child in 
need is provided for ; three years ago, he added adult diapers to 
his purchases. Each year, he has increased his goal. Last year he was 

able to distribute 11,000 diapers to the Food Pantry and to Housing Forward. This year he 
wants to be able to deliver even more diapers and include Parenthesis families in need as well.

Aidan and his mom wanted a better way to accept cash and checks offered to them for the 
purchase of diapers and wanted to provide donors with receipts for their donations for tax 
purposes. They contacted us and have established Aidan’s Diaper Fund with the Foundation. 

Aidan’s Diaper Fund has its first donation – a $500 check from the Pathways to Adventure 
Boy Scout Council. Because of his leadership within The Council and his philanthropy, The 
Council named him Chair Scout as the face of the Council’s operations. He’s pictured here at a 
White Sox game where he had been named by his Council as the scout chosen to throw out 
the first pitch on Boy Scout Day. 

Now is the time of the year the diaper drive is on! Donations of cash or check can be made 
out to Aidan’s Diaper Fund and sent to the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation. 
You can also donate through our website on-line at https://goo.gl/pb16Xt. If you wish to 
donate new diapers of any size, contact Aidan’s mom at: asuggbert@yahoo.com. Aidan will deliver!

FOUNDATION  Cathy Craddock, Administrative Assistant Sheryl Martin, Director of Finance   
 STAFF Elizabeth Chadri, Program Director  Michelle Ptack, Development Associate 
  Linda T. Francis, Success of all Youth Director  Carrie Summy, CLP Coordinator   
  Henry Kranz, Marketing Director  Rhea Yap, Dir. of Fund and Donor Development

  Trisha Abbey, Director, KGI

Aidan Bertocchini, Outstanding Young Philanthropist, proud Boy Scout, delivering some of the 11,000 diapers 
he was able to purchase during his diaper drive last year. His goal this year is to provide even more diapers!

Consider a Major Gift with Your IRA 
or Life Insurance 

Oak Park and River 
Forest’s Season of Giving 
runs now through 
Saturday, December 31.

Enhancing Your 
Volunteer Program 
Thursday, November 17 
9:00 -11:30 am

Big Idea Pitch Party 
Wednesday,  
February 22, 2017 
5:30 - 7:30 pm 
at Wire in Berwyn

We are looking to honor people who demonstrate outstanding 
generosity through direct philanthropic support, community service on 
behalf of charitable causes, or other philanthropic initiatives to improve 
the lives of people in the community, and people who encourage 
others to take leadership roles in philanthropy (i.e. challenge gifts, 
matching gifts, volunteering, etc.).

We are currently accepting nominations in three award categories: 
• Individual 
• Business or Organization (includes nonprofits and groups) 
• Youth (Individual or Group)

The deadline for submission of nominations is December 8, 2016. 
More information and forms: www.oprfcf.org/library.

Save the date, and plan on joining us for the 
award presentation to our chosen recipients at the:

Community Foundation Honors
Tuesday, February 7, 2017

5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Carleton Hotel, Grand Ballroom

From a tax planning perspective,  
it is better to make specific bequests to 
charities from IRA and other qualified 

retirement plans while leaving 
non-income-taxable assets to heirs.

IRAs and life insurance policies provide several ways 
you can make major contributions to the charitable 
entities you support.

Individual Retirement Accounts and life insurance policies 
provide several ways you can make major contributions to the 
charitable entities you support.

Former Community Foundation Board Member Roberta 
(Bobbie) Asher and her husband have designated the Oak 
Park-River Forest Community Foundation as a beneficiary of 
one of their IRA accounts. As Bobbie knows, leaving IRA money 
directly to the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation 
by designating us as beneficiary is very tax-efficient. She said it is 
as easy as changing a beneficiary designation to The Oak Park-
River Forest Community Foundation.

An IRA balance left to charity avoids the federal estate 
tax, since it is removed from your estate for federal estate 
tax purposes. Because the Oak Park-River Forest Community 
Foundation is a tax-exempt public charity, there is no federal or 
state income tax due when received. Through one beneficiary 
designation, donors can avoid double or triple taxation.

If you are considering a charitable gift through your estate 
plan, you are usually better served by transferring income-
taxable assets, commonly referred to as income in respect of 
decedent, or “IRD” assets, to charity and non-income-taxable 
assets to heirs. For example, when including the Oak Park- 
River Forest Community Foundation or other charity in an 
estate plan many people give income-tax-free cash, securities, 
or real estate to charities and leave income-taxable income  
as the bulk of their estate that transfers to natural people, 
typically family members. From a tax planning perspective, it 
is better to make specific bequests to charities from IRA and 
other qualified retirement plans while leaving non-income-
taxable assets to heirs.

Tax law now also allows anyone who is required to take a 
minimum distribution from their IRA to donate those dollars 
directly to charity, up to a maximum of $100,000 per year. You 
can use your IRA proceeds for the immediate benefit of the 
Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation. These dollars 
cannot be used to establish a donor advised fund but they can 
go to the Foundation’s Fund for Now to support the ongoing 
activities of the Foundation or to the Fund for Forever enabling 
the Foundation to provide more in grants to local nonprofits in 
perpetuity. 

Another way to provide a substantial donation is through 
a life insurance policy. By naming the Oak park-River Forest 
Community Foundation as owner & beneficiary at the incep-
tion of a life insurance policy, the premiums you pay are fully 
deductible. If you designate an existing policy, the value of the 
policy is a tax-deductible gift. 

The gift from your IRA or life insurance can also fund other 
opportunities. If you are interested, Kristin Carlson Vogen  
(kcvogen@oprfcf.org) or Rhea Yap (ryap@oprfcf.org) 
can help you choose the best way to achieve your charitable 
intent. Either can be reached at 708-848-1560. As always, we 
encourage you to consult your attorney or financial planner to 
determine the best course of action for you.

PLANNING OPPORTUNITY!

Effective April 10, 2017, all retirement plan sponsors must abide by a fiduciary 
standard, defined as putting their client’s best interest before their own profit. 
The US Department of Labor anticipates certain types of providers to be more 
impacted than others. Those significantly impacted will be sending new documents 
to plan holders. This action provides you with an excellent opportunity to discuss 
including the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation as a designated 
beneficiary of your plan. Our tax identification number is 36-4150724. 

Calendar of Events  SAVE THE DATE!

Contact Kristin Carlson 
Vogen at 708-848-1560 
(kcvogen@oprfcf.org) 
with any questions 
about this opportunity.

ExcEllEncE in PhilanthroPy




